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NIAGARA FALLS A zz-year-old Niagara Falls man was killed late Monday night when State Police said
he apparently walked in front of an SUV that struck him on the Robert Moses Parkway, directly across
from Devil's Hole State Park.

Steven Porter ofWhirlpool Street was pronounced dead at the scene following the accident, which
occurred at about ro:4o p.m., troopers said. Porter was with two men, believed to be his brothers, and
was crossing the parkway to go home when he was hit, troopers stated.

State Police said the driver, Briana Kislack, 25, of Lewiston, is not being charged in the incident.

Driver in Fuhrmann crash

released after treatment

A Hamburg man was released from the hospital after treatment for injuries suffered Monday morning
when his car hit a light pole on Fuhrmann Boulevard at Tifft Street, smashed through the guardrail and
ended up in the water.

Thomas Williamson, 24, was treated in Erie County Medical Center for neck and back injuries and
possible hypothermia.

A witness called police at 7:26 a.m. to report a driver and his vehicle were in the water.

z charged with stealing

purse by distracting owner

TWo Buffalo men are accused of pulling off one of the oldest larceny tricks at an Amherst car wash-filling
station Monday afternoon -- having one person ask directions from a distracted motorist, while the other
steals something from the car.

This time, the thieves took a purse, but an Amherst officer later stopped a vehicle on North Bailey

Avenue and arrested two suspects.

The incident occurred at about 4:So p.m. at the Delta Sonic Car Wash at 1355 Niagara Falls Blvd,, when a

zz-year-old motorist putting gas in her car gave a man directions to Transit Road. Meanwhile, a witness

yelled out that someone was taking something from her car.

Amherst Police Officer Anthony Manzella, using a vehicle description called in from the car wash,

stopped the vehicle and charged Timothy J. Williams, 25, and Alan J. Croxie, 23, both of Berkshire

Avenue, with petit larceny, police said. Officers recovered the purse and a cell phone.

Two-alarm fire strikes

three-story warehouse

No injuries were repofted Monday night as Buffalo firefighters battled a two-alarm blaze in the Fillmore-
Clinton area,

The fire at 60 Metcalfe St., near Fleming Street, was reported shortly after 9 p.m. The three-story brick
warehouse building reportedly was vacant.

Amherst dentist ordered

to remain in jail before trial

A federal judge has ruled that Dr. Tejbir Oberoi, an Amherst dentist facing numerous charges of health

care fraud, must remain in jail while awaiting the stan of his criminal trial.

Oberoi, 56, has been uncooperative with federal court pretrial services officers, who are trying to monitor
his alcohol consumption, and has failed to turn over some of the patient records that are required for his

trial, U.S. District Judge Richard J. Arcara ruled.

"Although the court understands that . . . it will be more difficult for the defendant to prepare for trial if
he is detained, the court cannot countenance defendant's repeated violations and abuses of his
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conditions of pretrial release," Arcara wrote. "simply put, enough is enough."

oberoi, who denies the allegations, was arrested in October 1999 by investigators from the Western New
York Health Care Task Force. He had been free on bail but was jailed last month after disputes with
pretrial supervisory court offi cers.

Jury finds man not guilty
of two knifepoint robberies

A Horton Place man was found innocent Monday of two knifepoint robberies in Buffalo last July 9 and
17.

The state Supreme court jury, however, found sheldon L. Redd guilty of public urination.

The verdict came at the end of one-week trial before State Supreme Court Justice penny M. Wolfgang.

Redd, zo, denied committing the Tudor Place and Hoyt Lake robberies. He had been charged with
robbery, weapons possession and public exposure.

He was accused of robbing a 4o-year-old man of $r4o on Tudor Place at about r p.m. July 9. One of three
people robbed at knifepoint at Delaware Park's Hoyt Lake at about B p.m. July r7 identified Redd, who
had insisted an acquaintance, Darin Bonner, committed the crimes.

Last month, Bonner, of Linwood Terrace, pleaded guilty to felony false reporting charges, and he faces a
prison term of at least r8 months for his role in the death of Police Officer James A. Shields and iniuries
to his partner in the crash of their police cruiser.

Redd, who will be sentenced on the exposure charge on June 16, could face 15 days injail. But
prosecutors said that because he has already sewed eight days in jail, he is unlikely to face more time
behind bars.

Man shot in head remains

in serious condition

A zz-year-old Buffalo man remained hospitalized in serious condition this morning after being shot in
the head late Sunday night while standing in a driveway on Rommell Avenue.

Detectives in the Major Crimes Unit said Damen Wheeler, address unknown, was shot once in the head
at about 11:25 p.m. Sunday when two men -- one armed with a handgun and the other holding a shotgun
-- fired several shots at him and ran away.

A neighbor called police, and the victim reportedly was driven to Erie County Medical Hospital by two
men at the scene.

Counter-jumping thief
robs restaurant of $z5o

A thiefjumped over the counter ofa KFC fast-food restaurant Monday night and made offwith gz5o
ftom the cash register, police said.

Noftheast District police said the man -- wearing sunglasses, a black hat and black jean jacket - walked
into the restaurant at 47o E. Delavan Ave. at about 10 p.m., made gestures as ifhe had a weapon and fled
with the cash.

Northeast District police are investigating.

$z,5oo fire at vacant house

on Gibson St. called arson

Arson is being blamed for a fire that damaged at vacant Gibson Street house Monday night, fire officials
said.

Authorities said the fire started at 6:48 p.m. at r9r Gibson -- az tfz -story structure between Paderewski
Drive and South Market Streer.

Damage was estimated at gz,5oo to the building.
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